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APPENDIX C  Aerobatic Rating Syllabus and Forms 

 

AEROBATIC RATING FORM  
 
The task of issuing these ratings was given by the SACAA to the Sport Aerobatic Club of South Africa (SAC), 
which is a Section of the Aero Club of South Africa (AeCSA) and the rating is administered by SACC on behalf of 
SAC. 
 
Requirements for the issue of an aerobatic rating: 
 

1. The candidate must be a member of the SAC. 
2. The candidate must be a member of the Aero Club. 
3. A suitably qualified person must sign out the candidate having completed the required exercises. 
4. Successful candidates will be issued with an Aerobatic Rating. 
5. The candidate must lodge this form with SACAA who will issue him with the rating card. 
6. The candidate must pay SACAA the required fee for the rating. 
7. The candidate must be in possession of a valid licence issued under Part 61 or Part 62 by the SACAA. 

 

N.B. It is the responsibility of the candidate to comply with the above 
 
Renewal of aerobatic ratings: 
 

1. The applicant must be a fully paid up member of the Aero Club of SA. 
2. The applicant must be a fully paid up member of the SAC. 
3. The applicant must be in possession of a valid licence issued under Part 61 or Part 62 by the SACAA. 
4. The applicant must be current and entitled to a rating as per the data on the SAC website. On expiry of a 

rating, which is valid only at the Graduate level, the candidate must comply with the requirements for the 
initial issue of an Aerobatic Rating. 

5. The applicant must pay SACAA the required fee for the renewal. 
 
Lapse or suspension of the aerobatic rating: 
 

1. The SAC committee reserves the right to suspend any aerobatic rating as issued by SACAA, subject to 
the requirements as contemplated in the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act. 

2. The aerobatic rating as approved by the SAC and issued by SACAA, automatically lapses should the 
pilots' license lapse or become invalid for whatever reason. 

3. The aerobatic rating as approved by the SAC and issued by SACAA, will automatically become invalid 
should the pilot fail to renew his membership to the Aero Club and the SAC. 

 
General Regulations, Rules and Considerations with respect to aerobatic ratings 
 

1. Graduate ratings need to be confirmed by obtaining a score of average 70% at a SAC contest or 
             before a Board of Judges within twelve months of date of issue.   

2. Graduate Ratings allows the pilot to practice for and compete at the “Sportsman” level at any      SAC 
aerobatic contest. In order to progress from class to class i.e. from “Sportsman” up to “Intermediate”, to 
“Advanced” and to “unlimited”, a pilot will have to attain a percentage of 70% or better in the class he or 
she is currently competing in to qualify for a higher class. 

3. A pilot who has not competed at his level for one year shall automatically revert to the next lower 
level. This means that an "Advanced" pilot, for example, who fails to compete at the Advanced level for 
one year may now compete at the Intermediate" level only for the following year. This rule may be waved 
at the discretion of the Contest Director or the SAC committee. 

4. All contest participation will be recorded on the SAC records and published on the website. 
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5. A list of pilots, sanctioned by the SAC committee, who may give aerobatic instruction for the SAC  
is published from time to time. 

6. Aerobatic instructors as appointed by the SAC may not charge for their services and must be rated on 
the type of aircraft, they give instruction on. 

7. Instructors completing the attached forms are urged to do so in as much detail as possible since this form 
will be kept on record at SACAA. The knowledge and skills imparted in these early 

             aerobatic sessions will form the foundation of the student's aerobatic career. These forms are 
             open to inspection by SACAA and the committee of the SAC. 

8. The rating issued   is for the purposes of solo aerobatic practice and competition flight 
only. This rating is not valid for aerobatic displays, formation aerobatics, military aerobatics, or aerobatics 
in jets, helicopters, turbine powered aircraft, micro lights, gliders, gyrocopters, and any light single or 
twin-engine aircraft not specified for aerobatic flight by its manufacturer.  

9.  A separate Display Authorization is required for the purpose of display flying. 
10. These rules, regulations and considerations may be amended from time to time. It is the 

responsibility of the holder of an aerobatic rating issued by the SAC to keep abreast of any changes or 
new developments. 

11. This rating confers the privilege of aerobatic flight on the holder. By the same token there exist certain 
responsibilities. Some of these include: good airmanship, safe flying practices at all times, remaining 
current, supporting the club and it's activities, setting an example to other pilots by being totally 
professional in one's approach to the sport and flying in general, never practicing new figures or 
manoeuvres at insufficient altitude. 

12. Check list: The student should have: This form and the Aerobatic Training Record card. 
13. The attached syllabus and rating form is based on the SAC Manual of Procedure as approved by SACAA 

a copy of which may be requested from the SAC Committee. 
 
Ideally, a complete aerobatic instruction course should consist of a minimum of six sessions: 
 
They are: 
 

•Safety 

• Spins 

• Loops 

• Stall turns 

• Rolls and flying inverted 

• Solo linked sequence of Spin, Loop, and Stall turn, Roll. 
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AEROBATIC SYLLABUS AND RATING FORM 
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